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man can convey to him or take from him any disease; that a
pregnant woman can impress a picture upon her child's body;
that a magus can make himself invisible; that a possessed per-
son may be cured by perforating his skull; that a man with a
red beard is unfit to be a doctor.

"Nails and hair, needles, bristles, pieces of glass, and
many other things have been pulled out of the bodies of
some patients, and the physicians stood there helpless and
did not know what to do. Had they understood their business,
they would have known that these things had been brought
into the body by the power of the evil imagination of a
sorcerer, and they might have put one of the extracted arti-
cles into an oak tree, on the side of the rising sun, and that
article would have acted like a magnet to attract the evil in-
fluence, and it would have cured the patient.7'2

Paracelsus was sure that he had these reports on good authority.
In some cases he interviewed the patient, a victim of a swindler
or of his own hallucinations.

However, he was no uncritical believer. When his own ex-
perience was at variance with tradition, he registered his skep-
ticism. He doubted that water can fee found with the aid of
dowsing rods. He never cast a nativity and condemned all "judi-
cial" astrology, i.e., the prediction of personal fate from the
constellation of the stars at a certain date. At times he denounced
superstitions which he had elsewhere endorsed. We shall try to
find out what led him into these contradictions.

"FORTUNE"

Superstition, in the opinion of Paracelsus, is every belief in
freaks and whims of nature, every "explanation" of wonderful
_, jvents through supernatural forces, every assertion that demons,